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Report The Cities and Municipal Government Commission released a report
titled “Cities in a New Century” on Wednesday, March 22, 2018. The report

provides a comprehensive review of each city’s data as well as the most
recent state and national information regarding the real estate market. From

the report: Each of our cities has undergone an ongoing and accelerating
transformation since the recession, including the build-up and transition to a

more diversified economy; the realization of large-scale projects and
improvements; and the recovery and revitalization of older downtowns and

neighborhoods. Both the structure of the economy and the cities themselves
have changed. The largest U.S. metro areas have become more economically
diversified. Local activity has become the leading share of the U.S. economy.
In 2016, local GDP – defined as a region’s total economic output, including the
output of its own residents – was 12.9% higher than the national average. And
local employment was 13.3% higher. Cities continue to confront extraordinary

economic, social and demographic challenges. But our residents, local
businesses and local government leaders are actively and successfully

meeting them. The great strength of our cities is their ability to adapt to the
shifting nature of our economy. But they do not have the tools – in terms of

smart, efficient and sustainable communities – to respond to that adaptability.
By 2030, as the cities of the West age, the economic, social and demographic

headwinds will become more intense. The question is, how will our cities
respond?US President Donald Trump has said he was "not happy" with the US
ambassador to the European Union for her handling of an earlier phone call

with a senior Irish official. The White House said Washington's top diplomat in
the EU had spoken to the Ireland's ambassador to the bloc, in a discussion

over planned trade talks between the two countries. It said Ambassador Grace
Ricciardie had expressed regret over an earlier call between Ireland's Prime

Minister Leo Varadkar and Mr Trump in which the president said his
administration would not do a trade deal with his country. But Mr Trump's

spokesperson was quoted by media as saying the president was "not happy"
with Ambassador Ricciardie for issuing a statement to news organisations
saying there was "no new news or new information" with respect to the
planned trade talks between the United States and the EU. Speaking to

journalists at the White House on Tuesday, Mr Trump said the call was a "good
discussion", adding "I don't think it's a big deal". When asked what he would

do if the trade talks with Ireland failed to progress, the President said: "We are
not very happy with what we are hearing". Despite his statement, Mr Trump's
spokesperson continued to describe the conversation as positive. "I don't think
there is anything to be unhappy about" they said. In the initial conversation on
Monday, Mr Trump said he would require a border tax for Ireland and the UK in

a trade deal after the United States hits zero-tariff status. He also said the
United States would not be required to adhere to European Union (EU) rules
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on anything from gun control to banking. "We are not going to be pushed
around by the European Union. They can take their deal, and they can take it

not," Mr Trump said.
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